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(El?c  Hlanitoba  Scl^ool  Case. 


An  Independent  Opinion  on  this  Important 

Question. 


S" 


fai' fiH  tluH  (|ueHti(>n  Ims  heen  di-H^ged  inio  tlio   pdlitics  of  dui- 
country,  it  is  not  the  |ii'(iviiu'o  of  thi'  writiT  to  foUuw  it.      So  far 
iiH   it  stHiuU  rold.tud  to  our  imtioiial  lifi-,  mid  livil  uiid  religious 
lihorty,  it  denmiidH  the  niieful  coiisidenitioii  of  nil. 
In  thiH  connection  attention  luay  be  called  to  two  pointH,  may  we  not 

KUy  TWO  ERHORH. 

1.  It  is  widely  claimed  that  the  Roman  (^itholic  minority  in  Manitoba 
in  asking  for  the  restoration  of  separate  schools,  is  only  asking  for  the 
])rivilege  accoi-ded  to  the  Protestant  minority  in  Quebec. 

The  cases  of  Manitoba  and  Quebec  are  in  n(»  way  parallel. 

In  Que[)ec,  the  majority,  or  rather  the  Church  which  c(»ntrols  the 
schools  of  the  majority,  uses  its  schoctls  for  teaching  the  doctrines  of  the 
Roman  C^itholic  Church.  The  R.  C.  Catechism  is  a  chief  text  book  The 
first  and  main  thing  sought  in  these  schools  is  t<»  make  good  Catholics. 
All  other  education  is  secondary.  Moreover,  a  part  of  the  instruction  in 
the  tenants  of  the  R.  C.  Church  is  that  the  doctrines  of  all  other  Churches 
are  dangerous,  false,  blasphemous. 

To  compel  Protestants  to  support  such  schools,  estal)lished  for  the 
]»urpose  of  opposing  and  destroying  thefr  most  cherished  lieliefs,  woidd  be 
bringing  into  C'anada  something  of  the  Middle  Ages,  when  men  had  to 
worship  with  Rome  or  die. 

The  very  fact  that  a  majority  in  a  free  country  is  determined  to  use  the 
schools  of  the  country  for  teaching  the  catecliism  and  creed  of  any  partic- 
ular church,  makes  it  ab.sol\itely  necessary  that  other  churches  .should  not 
be  compelled  to  sup]»ort  them,     'i'liif,  freedom  is  granted  in  Quebec,    ti> 


/  S  V  1  . 


till)  «txt«>iit.  flint  wluTt!  tluti'i>  IN  H  Niitlirifiit  iiiiiiilicr  of  I'mffHttuits  t<>  fuini 
H  ilisMfiitifiit  NcliiHtl,  mill  tlicy  iiinkf  u|i|iii('iitii>n  to  ( inVfi'iiiiitMit  tm  tli.it 
|Hii'|M)Hf,  flu'v  nrv  tillowftl  the  |»ri\ili'.{f.  Mtlu'rwinr  rliry  iiiiiMt  Hiipport  tin* 

|{.   (  '.    si'IkimIh. 

Ill  Miiiiitiiitii  tilt' ciisc  iHi'iitiit'lv  tliHfrt'iif .  'riic  iimjoiitv  flucMiiiit  wish 
til  ti'juli  tlif  siicriul  (ioctiiiH'  uf  liny  clnircli.  Tlu' oliji'ct  lur  wliicli  its 
ncIhmiIn  iii-c  «'Htalili.Hlifi|  Ih  to  I  uiii  tlit*  yiniiii^  in  kiiii\vlc(l<<(-  tliut  will  0 
llii-iii  till'  liciii^  ^iMiil  I'iti/titi'..  .  i<l  it  Ic.'ivi's  tn  |i:(ntiits  iiinl  rliiit'cli(!H  tlif 
wiii'k  iif  tr)iiiiiii<^  tliiMii  for  cliiii.li  iiifiiilKtrslii|i.  'riicic  is  im  liiir(lNlii|i  m 
iiiifairiii'ss  in  ;iskiii'4  till-  Uoiii  III  ('iitiiolic  citi/.i-ni  tn  sii|i|Mirt  tlu-  iiiiltliv 
M'liniil  systi'iii,  iiiy  iiKin-  than  in  a.skiii«^  tlu'iii  as  rifi/i'iis  {>>  i|<i  thi'ir  shaft' 
nf  any  laililic  wmk  tlial  is  t'oi'  the  ('i|iial  lu-iu'tit  of  all. 

Till'  |iiisitiitii  nf  |)iirtifs  in  tin-  two  ptov  incfs  is  thus  vny  (liUfrmt.  In 
<^Mu>Ik'(- the  majority  ileiiiaiiil  that  thi-ir  sihooi  .  shall  teach  Koinniiisni, 
anil  tliity  allow  th«'  iniiinrity,  uniU'f  ri-rtain  cunililions.  to  havt-  sr|iaratf 
schiiols.  Ill  IManiliilia.  the  majority  |>idvi(lc  si'iools  that  will  fit  all  tlu- 
yoiiiiy  |ii'oj»l(j  for  I loiiiLj  ;,''•! nl  ritizi'iis,  hut  di'mauil  that  thi-si!  schools  shall 
iii>!  III.' nsi'il  for  adv.ini'iuL;  till' s|n'tial  intcri'sts  'f    I'rcsliytcriHiiK.  I'liiiian 


< 'atliolii's.  or  aiiv  oi  lu'i' (Icnomiiiat  ion.     Tin 


f'aini  that  chnri'lii'.i  sl:o 


nlil 


ilo  tlii'ii  own  sju'cial  woi'k.  which  the  |{oman  Catholics  arc  as  froc  to  do  as 
any  other. 

If  tlu'ic  well'  MO  separate  .schools  in  <^>uelice  Hie  luimirity  would  have  to 
support  .schools  which  e.xist  for  the  express  purpose  of  opposin<4  'H><l 
overthrowiii;,'  all  other  denniiiinatiitiis.  In  Maiiitoiia  the  minnrily  is  not 
asked  to  support  .scIhmiIs  which  e.xist  for  the  purpose  of  opposintf  itmne. 
or  for  iipholdiiiL;  any  other  denomination,  hut  national  .schools,  which 
Icaih  no  catechism,  and  discredit  the  reliirioiis  beliefs  of  no  deiiouiinal  ion. 

The  Koiuaii  Catholics  of  iManitoha  have  till-  .same  privileges  that  the 
I'li'shyteriaiis  or  Kpiscopalians,  or  Methodists,  or  iJaptists,  of  Maiiitoha, 
have  ;  the  privilei^i'  of  ii;ettiii]L^  a  <^ood  education  for  their  cliildi'cn  in  tho 
pnhlic  .sthools.  without  haviii;;;  their  religious  heliefs  iiiterftn-ed  with,  and 
th"  privilet^i' of  ;jfivin;4  their  children  instruction  in  theii' own  catechisms 
in  whatever  way  they  may  think  hest,  outside  the  piihlic  schools. 

The  cry  for  fair  play  is  widely  echoed.  Fair  play  demands  that  the 
Roman  C.itliolics  ;j;et  the  .same  privileges  that  other  denominations  do,  no 
less,  no  Mioie.  At  present  they  lia\i'  that  fair  play  in  Manitoba,  instiuc- 
;  ion  on  ecMial  terms  in  all  other  matters,   and   einial   lil)ertv  to  instiuct 


irir  cliilciicii  ni  their  own  catechisie 


If  tlif  pi'imciit  iHiliT  iif  things  in  r(>v(>t'M«M|,  utiil  Ni'|uirutc  mcIuhiIm  an* 
iv-i)NtiililisliiMl  tlu>r«'  will  lint  lif  fail'  piny.  'I'lu-  Uuinaii  CatliolicM  will 
tlifii  liav*'  (fiiviTiniifnt-aiiUtil  ncIum.In  witli  tlifii'  nwii  catt'ohiNiii  an  a  toxt 
iiiHik,  wliilfllif  I'ri'Mhyti'riaiiM,  MittlKHliMtH,  KpiN('i>|>aliaiis  nr  ItaptisiM, will 
liavf  im  sikIi  jilu'ity. 

Ill  <^lllfli«'f.   uIIk'I'  tlclluliiiliatinllM  liaVl-  ll<>l    llir  s;iliic  pi  l\  lli'U'i-H  that  tlu* 

UMiiian  ('atlii)lics  have.  l'rt.'Nliyt()rian,s  cainint  iisr  tlu>ir  I'ati'rliiHin  in  the 
soparatu  scIkhiIs,  iKuniii  K,)is(;HpaliaiiN  <»' ntlici'H  iiNt>  tiiuirs.  'I'Iu'hi!  ittliri' 
<lciii)iiiiii'itii>iiN  liavt'  to  tiiakc  Mdiiic  Hacritiint,  to  unit*'  i>n  snww  lonniion 
i(i'oiiii<l,  in  onliM'  to  ;ri>t  till'  lu'iiciits  of  an  ciliiiation,  ami  iiihli'r  nikIi  a 
sfpaiatt'  siliool  systt'iii  tlmri-  is  not  fair  pla_\ . 

Kail-  play  (U'liiamlH  that  tlu-  pivsfiit  oitlci  of  thing's  in  Maiiitolia  In- 
iiiaintainctl.  To  i^o  hack  to  the  foniici'  position  is  to  ^^ivt-  to  tlit-  Uonian- 
istN  an  a)lvantHjL{o  that  othfis  ait-  not  allowed,  and  fvci y  jovi  r  of  fi'i'idoni 
and  of  his  foiintry  Hhoiild  staml  for  fair  play  to  all  and  favors  to  iioiic. 

*J.      A   second  criof  in  many  minds  is  that  the  Koinaii  Catholic  |ieop!e 


fi-el  it  to  I 


H!  a  m»!at  j^iievance  not  to  have  the  sepaiale  s(  hools    wi 


th    tl 


\eir 


cate.'hism   IN  a  text-liook. 

If  this  were  llm  ease  tlr-r*'  would  i)e  more  sympat  hy  for  t  he  old  scIiooIm 
eM'ii  thoii'^h  the  claim  lie  miinst.      Ihil  such  is  not  the  fact. 

TIm'  H.  ('.  peo|)h'  are  li-ali/inL?  that  the  schools,  aseoiilloUcd  hy  the 
Church,  are  ntteily  ineH'cient  ;  that  the  children  coining  out  of  such 
Hi'hools  from  the  average  country  district,  with  little  ediicalioii  beyond 
their  Iviiowledgi'  of  the  calechism  and  church  oliservaiices  are  sadly  wanl- 
ini4  in  ei|iii|>iiient  for  tlii'  \.ork  of  life. 


it 


IS  an  open  s.'cret  that  a  j^ri-at  liody  ot  tiie  Kom.'in    (  atholic    |ieo|ih 


])oth  in  Manitoha  and  (.^uehuc,  would  piefei'  pnhlic  national  schools,  and 
if  there  were  a  frut' oxpression  of  the  opinion  of  the  iiiti'lli;,H'iit  Uoiiian 
Catliolics  of  ('anada,  there  is  little  douht  that  it  woulil  lie  lai';^elv  in  favor 
of  |tnhlic  national  schools,  apart  from  the  control  of  tin-  clerify. 

This  is  seen  in  the  niimhcr  who  take  advantagi-  of  other  and  Itelter 
Hcho(ds  when  they  have  the  opportunity.  if  is  seen  in  the  demamls  that 
the  more  independent  of  their  newspapers  sometimes  make,  that  the  |teo- 
ple,  and  not  the  cler<iy,  shall  control  the  schools.  It  is  .seen  in  the  com- 
|ilaint.K  often  made  in  private  l)y  intt'lliifont  Roman  Catholics,  to  I'lotes- 
tants  whom  thoy  meet  in  husinesK  relation.s,  that  the  clergy  control  the 
schools  and  use  them  for  their  own  special  ends. 


\ 


Thf  H^itHtioii  til  i'«>Htiin>  N«'|HiMifr  NchonlN  in  MHiiitolMt  \h  tint  k»pt  iiplty 
the  lluiiiiiii  ('utlmlir  pfoplf  in  MtinilulHi  ui-  of  tliusr  nf  <^itt'lH>c.  'I'lii' 
" i(rii;viint;t!"  In  thu  "  Kiii'viinci-"  i>f  tin'  U.  ('.  rliMuy.  'l'lu'iiKiruti<»n  istlu» 
vviirk  of  thu  clitr^^y,  ulio  N«-i'k  to  ktM-p  cutitiol  <»('  t)u>  oiliinttion  of  tlu* 
yoiiii^,  niu\  «vli<i  Hi'i)  uxur^iii^  their  iitiniMt  cHuits  fn  thtit  ctitl. 

Tht' ipit'stiMn  thut  huH  facnl  a  frtu*  pt>upht,  Imth  l'ii>l«'NtHMt  iiiul  Kniiiiui 
Ciithulic,  iif  Mtinitiihu,  in  whi'tho;  Hmy  will  havi-  for  thfir  chilWrfn  fh»« 
ln-Nt  t'lliiciitinii  tluty  nm  ^I't,  imil  huvf  tin-  chiitihi-N  tiwuh  tln'ir  umii 
ciitt'chisiii,  III-  whfthci'  th(*y  will  yifld  tu  tli«>  cliiiniN  of  the  Konuin  Cutho- 
lic  cUu'^y  HMtl  iillnw  Hiiini-  of  the  scIiiniIh  to  \n-  nifidf  what  thfy  nitiy  cIionu 
to  nittkc  thi'iii. 

Thf  tpU'Htion  that  fai-cs  the  p*-op|*>  nt' th«'  Doiniiiiun  JMnut  wlicthtT  thi'V 
will  show  sympathy  for  tluir  Koiiian  ('alliojii  hllow  coinitiyiiu-n.  hut 
wluitluT  tlu'y  will  join  with  thf  th'ij^y  of  iht-  I'hun'h  of  Koine  in  their 
etlort  to  wiVMt  iind  keep  from  the  |ieople  the  control  of  their  tonunon 
HchoolH,  und  force  upon  a  youn^,'  and  j^rowin^  cmnitry  the  fotterw  of 
mediiuviil  eccleHiaNticism. 


«si#*' 


